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Dongfang Shao on his first year as the Chief of the
Asian Division of

the Library of Congress

Since I arrived in the Library of Congress in April 2012, I

have set annual and longer term work plans, goals and ob-
jectives with Asian Division staff members, in accordance
with the Library of Congress’ "Strategic Plan 2011-16" and
the performance budget. I have reviewed and approved
budget requests for travel and acquisition (FY 2013-2014).
I have been overseeing the development of the largest
Asian collections outside of Asia in these collections in
Asian Division: Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Mongolia/
Tibet, South Asian, Southeast Asian, and Asian American
and Pacific Islanders. In addition, I have provided input in
Collection Development policies for international collec-
tions, set acquisition strategies and allocated acquisitions
resources, and ensured that Asian Division stack materials

are transferred to offsite storages.

Well, Ido not have much fun experience in my new post,
but a number of professional cultural shocks, such as the
way people think of librarians and supporting staff, the op-
erational procedures, and library related policies. I am still
learning and adjusting to the new environment. I have been
heavily involved in planning and developing the library
extension area and the subject/patron-oriented services. In
addition to oversee the Teaching and Learning Support of
the library, I will also serve as a subject librarian for East
Asian studies to support the increasing needs of one univer-
sity research center and one department until a new libraran
fills the position. I am happy to share with you one exciting
news: a world renowned professor in econometrics and
applied economics at Princeton University, Dr. Gregory C.

Chow, will donate his family letters and land deeds to City

University of Hong Kong Library. A ceremony will be
held on August 15, 2013.
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Luo Zhou, the Chinese Studies Librarian, and Guo- A o

Juin Hong, associate professor of Chinese literature -y e ,
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and culture at Duke University, have co-curated an
exhibition of Sydney
D. Gamble photo-

~\ graphs that portray
early 20th century Bei-

.. . . Guogqing Li was granted an Honorary Librarian title by the
jing, with the assis-

Dongguan Library, Guangdong, China in April, 2013

tance of three PhD stu- ) o
when he was conducting a 10 day training workshop for the

dents and some under- . .
librarians there.

graduates. “Beijing through Sidney Gamble’s Cam-

era” http://sites.duke.edu/sidneygamble/ ran at the SR

Beijing Capital Library June 16-July 12, 2013. The

opening ceremony/reception was on June 18 3-5pm
and the public talk
with curators was on

June 19 2-4pm. Both

events were well at-

tended. The exhibi-

tion will travel to
Renmin University Museum in November

2013. Gamble’s original photographs are now held in
the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript
Library at Duke University, and the entire collection
of images has been digitized and is available online at

http://library.duke.edu/digitalcollections/gamble/.
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Many interesting information on his Facebook, we
are using two of them here, and to read more, you
need tobecome Mr. Poon’s Facebook friend.
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Introduction of Sweet Potatoes to
Fujian, China

With financial support from the Summer Junior Fel-
low Internship Program, Library of Congress, I was
able to work with Shannon Brien, a Caucasian young
lady with remarkable Chinese language skills, on a
Library-approved project during June/July this year.
The project “Indexing Information on China in the
Librarian of Congress Annual Reports” aims at pro-
ducing two indexes (Book Titles and Personal
Names) which serve as guides to researchers on the
history of Chinese Collection in the Library of Con-
gress. They will also be useful in inventory work and
collection development. Because the amount of key-
boarding needed was under-estimated, the project is
only about % completed — with the Book Title Index

finished and the Personal Name Index half done.

An unexpected reward for conducting this project is
that I was in many occasions inspired by the earlier
Annual Reports that looks more like research articles
than administrative reports. An outstanding example
was a reference to the book < Min chan lu yi > in the
1933 Annual Reports in which the Librarian noted
that sweet potato was “an American plant introduced
into China from the Philippines some centuries ago.”
I was greatly motivated to explore further into the
historical events involved. A sizeable collection of
primary and secondary sources was assembled, suffi-
cient to write a few articles on the introduction of

sweet potatoes to China.
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