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20255-SCSLZ. “AFpu&”

Anna-Alexandra Fodde-Reguer

The topics at the Research Forum at SCSL this year were robust and varied, reflecting the
many directions Chinese librarianship has taken.

The first presentation was given by Cecilia Zhang (University of Kansas) and was entitled
“Artificial Intelligence and Information Literacy in the Era of Academic Database-Enhanced
Generative Al: Emerging Challenges, Novel Approaches, and Future Directions.” This project was
a collaborative effort between Cecilia, Khamo (George Washington University), Bing Wang
(University of lllinois, Urbana Champaign) and Shugqi Ye (University of Wisconsin). The four of
them investigated the application of Critical Al Literacy in research strategies in the field of
humanities, exemplified by a case study of CNKI SMART, an Al-driven feature in provided by
CNKI. The collaborators proposed a Critical Al Literacy evaluation practice that they called the
RACBAC Standard (Relevance, Accuracy, Coverage, Bias, Authority, and Currency) and evaluates
GenAl outputs based on those seven skills. Through the CNKI SMART case study, Cecilia
demonstrated the application of the RACBAC Standards. Findings highlight the necessity of
librarians’ role in assisting researchers to cross-reference and critically examine GenAl-assisted
research using the proposed standards.

Veronica Fu, the East Asian Collections librarian at the University of Virginia shared with us
a research project entitled, “Reclaiming a Lost Connection: Harry Clemons & Nanking University.”
Veronica’s presentation was about an interesting collection in the archives of the University of
Virginia’s Special Collections, and focused on over 60 letters exchanged between Harry Clemons,
a former faculty member at the University of Nanking, and his Chinese colleagues from the 1920s
to the 1940s. These letters reflect the intellectual camaraderie and enduring friendships between
Chinese and American scholars during a period of profound global and political upheaval. They
also underscore Clemons’s sustained involvement in advancing library development at the
University of Nanking. Veronica’s approach offered the audience both a comprehensive
understanding of the research project and a nuanced appreciation of the correspondence’s
historical significance. By delving into these archival treasures, the presentation highlighted the
depth and humanity of these cross-cultural exchanges, celebrating the collaborative spirit that
has long characterized academic endeavors across borders.



SCSL Newsletter Issue 17, March 2026

In her presentation entitled, “When Chan Kwan-Po met Shen Chung-Chang” Esther Woo
(University of Hong Kong) also explored the interesting history of former librarians and their
collecting efforts. In a fascinating story, Esther told the tale beginning in 1937, when Shen Chung-
Chang joined the rescue of 10,200 Han-dynasty wooden slips, initially excavated in the Juyan
Lake Basin during the Sino-Swedish Expedition. To protect the wooden slips from potential
damage by Japanese troops, he transported them from Beijing to Tianjin and then to Hong Kong.
The Fung Ping Shan Librarian at the University of Hong Kong at the time, Chan Kwan-Po, helped
him preserve this treasure when the library served as a temporary repository of rare cultural
artefacts from Mainland China. Esther’s presentation introduced two associated digitization
projects being implemented in the University of Hong Kong Libraries, namely Chan Kwan-Po
Diaries and the documents generated by the Sino-Swedish Expedition and subsequent
deciphering of the wooden slips.

Our first lightning talk was presented by Jianye He (University of California Berkeley) on
behalf of herself and Zhaohui Xue (Stanford University) and was titled “Providing access to
extended resources through Cross-Institutional Collaborations.” The East Asian Libraries of
Stanford University and the UC Berkeley have a long history of cooperative collection building
and sharing. In 2012, a formal Cooperative Collection Development Agreement was signed by
both University Librarians. Among the twenty-one academic disciplines, Chinese studies is one of
the major fields that needs close collaboration in order to provide access for users of both
institutions to broader and deeper collections of materials. Aligning with more Berkeley-Stanford
academic programs and scholarly activities in recent years, such as the annual Berkeley-Stanford
Graduate Conference and orientations for visiting scholars, collaborations were expanded from
collection development to in-person instruction workshops and advanced reference services,
with a focus on the special collections of each library. The multi-faceted collaboration is not only
playing a critical role in cost-effective resource sharing and inspiring original research but also
promoting more “hidden treasures” to scholars.

Our second lightning talk was presented by Hsianghui Liu-Spencer (Carleton College)
entitled, “Carleton College Chinese Students to 1950.” Inspired by a 2023 SCSL presentation,
Hsianghui delved into the “Who’s Who of Foreign-Educated Chinese” and uncovered some
interesting details about the Chinese alumni from that time period. Focusing on ephemera such
as yearbooks, academic records, and student newspapers kept at the Archives, Hsianghui shared
with us her findings and her hopes for future research.

Our final lightning talk was presented by
JM Chris Chang and supported by Joshua Seufert
(Princeton University). The
of the American Council of Learned
Societies was introduced to our members and
some of the work several of our colleagues have
contributed to over the last year was
highlighted.



https://www.acls.org/resources/luce-acls-program-in-china-studies-digital-mapping-project/
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My conference trip to Hong Kong in the summer of 2025
Xi Chen

During the summer of 2025, | had a great experience participating in the 8th Sino-American
Library Forum from 7/14-15, visiting the Hong Kong Book Fair on 7/16 and the University Service
Center (USC) at the Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK) on 7/17. The Forum was co-organized
by China Academic Social Sciences and Humanities Libraries (CASHL), Society of Chinese Studies
Librarians (SCSL), and Hong Kong University.

The forum explored cultural development and smart technologies in libraries. Speakers
highlighted East Asia Libraries’ role in Sino-Western exchange, cross-border collaboration, and
preservation of historical sources. Presentations also showed how Chinese academic libraries are
rapidly adopting Al for metadata work, teaching, research, and staff development.

Towards the end of the forum, | presented my
poster co-authored with Dr. Heather Briston of UC San Diego
and Ms. Xiaoyuan Chen of Fudan University, sharing our
experience of Piloting the Librarian Virtual Exchange
Program between UC San Diego Library and Fudan University
Library in fall 2023. Xiaoyuan and | received great feedback
from the audience. Colleagues who showed great interests
in our poster also shared their experience of hosting
international interns and visiting librarians.

My first time attending the Hong Kong International
Book Fair was a wonderful experience as well. A plethora of
publishers represented mainland China, Hong Kong SAR,
Taiwan and other regions of the world. | was pleasantly
surprised to see some small independent publishers were
present at the fair. One of them specialized in the Cultural
Revolution period. Another publisher displayed publications
on various well-known Chinese cultural intellectuals.

My last event in Hong Kong was a group visit to
CUHK’s Universities Service Centre (USC). Saying it was
satisfying would be an understatement. Having the
opportunity to view their prestigious collection on the
history of the People's Republic of China and speak with the
curator Dr. Miriam Seeger made enduring the heat and
humidity well worth it. | learned about the history of the USC
and their policy for using materials onsite, which | later
shared with our graduate students who had the plan to visit
the center in the near future.

Photos from top to bottom:

Xi Chen (left)’s poster presentation with Xiaoyuan Chen (middle), cheered by Le Wang (right); Librarians visited Hong
Kong Book Fair. People in the picture, from left to right: Lucy Gan, Tang Li, Edmond Chan, Guoging Li, Sharon Yang
and Xi Chen; Librarians visited USC at CUHK. Picture shows USC’s Chinese newspaper collection.
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Tang Li (University of Southern
California) and Dongyun Ni (University of
Hawai‘i) presented “Discovering the World
of Sinophone Studies: A Digital Initiative” at
the 2025 Pacific Rim Research Libraries
Alliance (PRRLA) Annual Meeting. Their
presentation introduced Sinophone Studies:
An Annotated Bibliography, a project
supported by an ALA Carnegie-Whitney
Grant, and traced its evolution from a
traditional bibliography to an Al-enhanced
online platform. The session concluded with
a video demonstration by Edward Yagi
(University of Hawai‘i), highlighting the
prototype’s advanced search capabilities
and interactive chatbot features. The
presentation was very well received by
attendees and underscored the project’s
innovative approach to digital scholarship.
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Hello, I'm Wanheng Li ZF %37, the Librarian for Asian
Studies and Philosophy at Vanderbilt University. | hold a BA in East
Asian Studies and a BS in Behavioral Neuroscience from the
University of Kansas, as well as an MS in Library and Information
Science from the University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign.

What | enjoy most in my job is collaboration—co-teaching
with librarian colleagues, supporting faculty research projects, and
partnering with campus units on outreach events. | look forward to

i R

networking and collaboration opportunities at SCSL!


https://onlineacademiccommunity.uvic.ca/inclusiveteaching/
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| am Zhaohui Liu, the Asian Studies Librarian at Pennsylvania
State University. | joined Penn State in July 2025 and became a
member of the Society for Chinese Studies Librarians in August 2025. |
am delighted to be part of the community dedicated to collaboration,
scholarship, and professional exchange.

My academic background is in Chinese history. | earned my PhD
with a research focus on the Qing dynasty and spent several years
teaching and conducting research in this area. | am pleased to
combine my academic expertise and experience with my role as an
Asian Studies librarian. In my current position, | support teaching and
research in Asian Studies across Chinese and other Asian languages, as
well as Asian American Studies, through collection development,
instruction, and reference services.

My professional interests include Chinese rare books, archival
materials, and other special collections. | am particularly interested in
collaborative approaches to collection development. | am also
interested in digital humanities and in exploring how libraries can
support teaching and research in evolving academic environments.

| look forward to connecting with fellow members, learning
from colleagues, and being involved in future SCSL activities and
collaborative opportunities.

Yung-hui Chou 7K %X joined the University of Michigan‘s
Asia Library as Chinese Studies Librarian in May 2025. She oversees the
Chinese collection development and provides reference services to the
interdisciplinary Chinese Studies community at the U of M and
beyond.

She earned her MSLIS from the University of lllinois Urbana-
Champaign in 2025, where she served as an assistant for East Asian
collections and services at the International and Area Studies Library.
Before pursuing librarianship, Yung-hui held various roles in Chinese
Studies: She received her BA and MA in Chinese Literature from
National Taiwan University and attended the PhD program in Asian
Literature, Religion, and Culture at Cornell University. Her primary
research area is the literature and historiography of medieval China,
with recent interests expanding to the history of writing and books in
pre-modern East Asia. She has also worked as a research assistant at
Academia Sinica in Taiwan and taught as a language instructor at
Colorado College.
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